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shaft to the distance of two or three inches from the dead
portion. Its presence is limited strictly by the existence of
healthy periosteum and bone, between which two it has been
deposited as a layer. At one point, firm spicul&aelig; project from
the free edge, of the layer, and overlap the dead bone. It is
obvious that, although a period of thirty days only had elapsed
between the receipt of the injury which gave rise to the
necrosis and the examination of the bone thus described, a very
extensive amount of reparative action has been set up. From
the apparent vascularity, not only of the periosteum, but of
the healthy bone, it might be inferred that both structures
have contributed, perhaps equally, to the formation of this new
layer interposed between them. A portion of the newly-formed
osseous tissue was placed under the microscope, showing the
deposit of earthy matter to be taking place into a fibrous matrix,
precisely after the manner of the ossification process as it occurs
in the flat bones, and which is distinguished by the term
intra-membranous ossification.)’ "

Mr. FERGUSSON showed

A FOREARM AND HAND, IN WHICH EXCISION OF THE WRIST
WAS PERFORMED.

The case from which it was removed came under his observa-
tion eight months before. The bones and joints were exten-
sively diseased. The case was one in which amputation would
probably have been performed, but he suggested resection, to
which the patient consented, and the operation was performed.
Erysipelas supervened, from which recovery soon took place.
Disease of the lungs was suspected, and the patient was sent
into the country. On his return to London, the patient was
re-admitted to the hospital, when disease of the lungs was
clearly found to exist, of which he died six months after
the operation. The case was interesting as showing that it
would be supposed that all the bones were still present, but
there were only the trapezium and pisiform. The opera-
tion was performed by only one incision on the ulnar side of
the joint, which Mr. Fergusson said he had ascertained, from
the experience of many other cases, was more easy of perform-
ance than if one free incision and two smaller ones were had
recourse to, as is usually done. He said that in this case no
anchylosis was in progress, and it was doubtful which event
Would be most desirable after the operation.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
The Cyclop&aelig;dia of Aizatoiny and Physiology. Edited by

ROBERT B. ToDD, M.D., F.R.S., Physician to King’s
College Hospital, &c. Part XLVIIL London: Longman
and Co. 1856.

THIS well-known, worthy, but somewhat dilatory, publica-
tion is now close upon its finish. The concluding portions are,
we are assured, already in the press. They will contain the
article " Uterus," by Dr. Farre, and a copious index to the
whole work. The present and 48th Part is occupied by Mr.
Huxley’s conclusion of the subject " Tegumentary Organs,"
by " Ruminantia," from Mr. Spencer Cobbold, and by Dr.
Allen Thomson’s termination of his article on the " Ovum." "

The latter writer has thought it right to apologize both to the
conductors and to the readers of the Cyclopaedia for the extreme
tardiness with which his obligation has been effected. It is

here, however, ably and completely concluded, and the present
portion is well and copiously illustrated by wood-cuts.

The Australian llTeclical Journal. Edited under the superin-
tendence of the Victoria Medical Society. Nos. I. and II.
January and April, 1856. Melbourne, 1856.
THE first attempt at medical journalism at the antipodes is

really a most able one, and augurs well for the future prospects
of medicine amongst our distant countrymen. The two num-
bers before us would not discredit London, Dublin, or Edin-
burgh. To the Medical Society of Victoria and to the Hospital
of Melbourne the honourable prestige will pertain of having
been the first to bestow the scientific character upon the medi-
cine of their new country.

The True Art of Healing: a Discourse on the Rational System
of Medicine. The Introductory Lecture to the Winter Ses-
sion at St. Mary’s Hospital on Oct. 1st, 1856. By THOS.
K. CHAMBERS, F.R.C.P, &c. pp. 32. London: Churchill.
AN abstract of this lecture has already appeared in our

columns. It is an excellent discourse, full of philosophical
spirit, and contains much useful matter, well worthy an atten-
tive perusal. The author has ably fulfilled his task.

An lnquiry into the Tinze of the Introduction and the General
Use of the Potato in Ireland, and its various failures since
that period. ftlso, a ivotice of the Substance called " Bog
Butter." By W. R. WILDE. pp. 19. Dublin. 1856.

THE author traces the history of the potato from its first
introduction into Ireland by Raleigh up to the present time,
and gives a list of failures of this esculent from the year 1765.
The words potatee, pratea, or phottie, used by the Irish, are
mere Bibernicisms of the English word " potato." Mr. Wilde
endeavours to prove that before the introduction of this vege-
table, his country-people lived in a much more advanced state
of society than their neighbours, from the fact of their having
mills, and a " pure white wheat."

A BATCH OF BOOKS.

AMONGST the works which have of late been published, de-
serving of notice are the Life of Cornelius Agrippa, in two
volumes, by W. H. Morley, in which the career and opinions
of one of the most extraordinary men that ever lived are pour-
trayed with great power by the author. The Science of
Mind, or Pneumatology, is carefully and well written. In
Tlee Solar System of the Ancients Discovered, by John Wilson,
two vols., the-author exhibits great learning and industry in
the elucidation of a most interesting and difficult subject. The
Handbook of Zoology, by J. Van der Hoeven, vol. i., translated
by the Rev. Wm. Clark, M. D. This is a translation from the
second Dutch edition of this erudite and comprehensive
manual, which was published in parts between the years 1846
and 1855, inclusive. The translator was induced to the per-
formance of his task, in consequence of the University of Cam-
bridge (in which he is Professor of Anatomy) having, a few
years since, directed in a more marked manner the attention of
their students to the moral and natural sciences, by proposing
honorary distinctions to those who might excel in certain de-
partments of those sciences respectively, and by requiring proof
of satisfactory attention to some one at least of such depart-
ments, on the part of all candidates for the degree of Bachelor
of Arts who are not aspirants for mathematical honours. Dr.
Clark has performed his task with great ability, and the Eng-
lish translation is enriched with numerous references to works

by the author, too recent for his notice in his own second edi-
tion. The Handbook of Zoology promises to achieve by this
translation a reputation and popularity in England, equal to
those which it has long enjoyed in various countries of the
Continent. Calistheazics, or the Ele2nents of Bodily Culture, by
Henry de Laspee, is a goodly-sized volume, containing 137
plates, in which many hlmdreds of postures are delineated. I’t
is difficult to believe that any very useful result can be attained

by a minute study of these various attitudes, but the book is
curious and worthy perusal. In Healtlt and Beauty, by Mdme.
Caplin, there are many useful hints to girls and women regard-
ing dress ; and Dr. Lankester’s little pamphlet on the Aqua-
vivarium, contains much information on a subject now occupy-
ing general attention.

DONATION TO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-John
Hibbert, Esq., of Bragworth Lodge, near Maidenhead, has
presented X100 to University College Hospital, being the third
donation of the same amount within twelve months, makingwith his previous gifts .S400. 
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